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The Golf



Montaup
MON TOP— MONT HAUP — MOUNT HOPE



Common Fence Point



The Battle of Rhode Island
August 29, 1778



The Great September Gale and The Year Without a Summer 
1815-1818

“To be alive in the years 1816-18, almost anywhere in the world, meant to be 

hungry.”

—Gillen D’Arcy Wood, Professor, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champagne

Common Fence Point 1630



The Chase Family

Abner and Dorothy Chase

Clara and Fannie Chase



The Chase Family Farms

190718661819



William A. Chase Property



Fish Oil and Guano
~1865-1928

“Excess fish were left on the ground to 

rot outside, and the rank odor would 

waft in every direction.” — Jim Garman, 

Portsmouth Historical Society



Easements
Good Neighbors



1923
A New Portsmouth Golf Club

Frederick Webb



Really Love Your Peaches Wanna Shake Your Tree
Neighbors 1926



Tom Jones
~1924

“Your Board of Directors have employed Mr. Jones, the Prof. of the Fall River Country Club to 

lay out and superintend the construction of the proposed golf links. Mr. Jones who has had several 

years experience in building golf links has suggested an 18 hole course which is our ultimate aim, 

but owing to a portion of this farm still being under lease for 3 years a nine hold course only can 

be built at present. This nine hole course has been laid out in such manner that it would become a 

part of the 18 hole course as planned and work upon it will be started as soon as certain details 

have been more thoroughly studied by your directors.”



Score Card
Rules and Regulations

Circa ~1925



Score Card
Scoring and Handicaps

Circa ~1925



Stone Bridge
Howland’s Ferry—Anthony’s Ferry



Mount Hope Bridge
1927-1929



Ringer Tournament
1933



Dick Keenan — Old Pro
1930’s

Newport Daily News—28 Dec 1959Newport Daily News—30 Apr 1963



Dick Keenan — Old Pro
TestimonialBy STEVE SULLIVAN

Boston Globe—26 Jul 1963

 Newport’s octogenarian golf pro, venerable John (Dick) Keenan, was recently feted at the Fall River Country Club’s Annual Old Timers Tournament. The widely known and highly respected 

83-year-old former Newport Country Club caddy and pro was elected president emeritus of the New England Old Timers’ Golf Association and was presented with a handsome trophy in 

recognition of his long and meritorious service to golf and its enthusiasts. Although Keenan has over a span of more than 65 years been honored by numerous testimonials and has been the 

recipient of many trophies, he informed this writer that none ever touched him “like this one did.” He termed his election and presentation a “wonderful gesture” on the part of his Fall River 

golfing associates. One searching for a panacea for keeping fit and youthful despite the ravages of Father Time’s inevitable scythe would do well to reflect on the enthusiasm and dedication 

maintained throughout the past half-century by Keenan for the zestful sport which he had mastered when but a lad.

 Arriving in Newport’s “Faithful Fifth Ward” at the age of three from County Sligo, Ireland, Dick, like many of the rest of the youth of his day, was soon hiking his way over to the Newport 

Country Club to tote bags for Newport Society’s storied 400. William F. Davis, a pioneer golfer and one of the first to introduce the game in America, who was serving as the club’s “pro” in 

1893, took the Keenan lad under his wing and laid opened his bag of tricks for him to master. It wasn’t too long before Dick, as he is affectionately referred to, was acting as Davis’ assistant. 

When Davis left the area, Keenan divided the pro chores with one Robert Stoner.  At the age of 16, he had attained his adopted home town’s coveted “golf pro” sinecure. The demand for his 

services for exclusive instructions by numerous summer colony families dictated his designation as the club’s pro. His genuine interest in teaching and developing a good sport as well as a 

good golfer locally earned him a reputation throughout the East almost immediately. His prowess on the links also carried him throughout the sunny Southland where he spent the winter 

teaching at many of the region’s exclusive clubs.

 He eventually served as “pro” and superintendent at the Myopia Hunt Club, Hamilton, Mass., and The Highland Park Country Club in Aiken, S.C. After four years at the Charles River 

Country Club in Newton Center, Mass., he opened the Andover, Mass., Country Club. As the Scottish sport mushroomed throughout this country, Dick visualized the need for coordinating and 

standardizing its then unwieldy rules and regulations, and was significantly instrumental in organizing what are now the New England Golf Association and the Professional Golf Association 

of New England. Among the many players developed under his tutelage were Joe Batchelder and Elmer Ward, both eventual winners of the New England amateur golf association 

championship. Keenan was at this time hailed by the New York Herald as one of the world’s outstanding golf instructors. Included among his pupils in the “pitch and putt” art were such 

notables as the New York Yankees’ Sultan of Swat, Babe Ruth, Sir Thomas Tate of Canada, and Mrs. John Jacob Astor. The illustrious Walter Hagen, with whom he often played, was without 

question Keenan’s most prized pupil.

 Gave Ike Pointers

 Dick was also on hand a few years ago at the local Country Club to give former President Eisenhower a few pointers during his Newport visits, and is anxiously looking forward to do 

likewise should President and Mrs. Kennedy make an appearance there this summer. In fact nothing pleases Dick more than an opportunity to try and convince all of the members of the First 

Family of the health advantages of golf over their favorite touch football pastime. 

 Any claims which Nikita Khrushchev’s Red propagandists might make regarding the origin of golf behind the Iron Curtin will be vigorously refuted by this chipper veteran, since he insists 

that Grand Duke Boris of Imperial Russia was introduced to the gentleman’s sport by none other than himself.

 Though now in his early eighties Keenan is a very spry and active gentleman who can be seen almost daily at the Montaup Country Club in Portsmouth, where he holds a life membership.

 He likes nothing better than assisting free of charge, embryo “duffers” with the techniques of “his” games’ basic fundamentals. His greatest satisfaction these days is being of assistance in 

their proper development.

 The Fall River Country Club is to be congratulated for honoring our city’s inimitable golfer, one who indisputably qualifies for the genuine “old pro” accolade.



The Dream of 18 Holes
1936



Aerial Photo — 1939
Narragansett Heights Plat Map — 1924

& Today



Hurricane of ‘38



Hurricane of ‘38

“This was the year I was born … My parents, I was told were playing golf at Montaup and they were taken 

unawares by the hurricane … My father had his new Lasalle automobile swept by the rushing water … he 

was picked up by my mother and a priest friend and drove home… sounds like he was lucky to survive.” — 

Dick O’Connor



Jimmy Nichols — One Armed Golfer
1940

Did You Know?

Montaup Country Club Golf Divots 

July 1940
20 Jun 1940



World War II
1942-1944



Armaggedon Over the Tracks



Before & After

Looking Toward Corner of Attleboro Ave. & Massachusetts Blvd.



Before & After



Before & After
14 Toward Common Fence Point



Back in Business
1945 – 1965

Ad — 12 May 1950

Ad — 5 June 1953

Ad — 15 April 1955



Montaup in the 50’s

Arthur Mattos Leo Peloquin - Arthur Mattos 



Hurricane Carol
1954

“I played a few days after the ‘54 hurricane with my 

father [John E. O’Connor, former Montaup Country 

Club President] and Jimmy Sanders. We had to play #5 

way up the fairway … it was a very long par 3 … I 

remember Jimmy Sanders (a very long hitter, a pro at 

the time) chipped in from the fringe for a 2 … the 

course was very wet in places … didn’t have many 

trees … Don’t remember any damage to the club house 

… I thought it was pretty bad but my father did said it 

was nothing like the 38 hurricane …” — Dick 

O’Connor



Montaup Country Club
Logos
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Hard Times
Did You Know?

1966



Reinvention and Renovation
Roger Turcotte and Frank Tew

1965 - 1983



Unwelcome Guests
9 September 1977



Montaup on the Map
Postcard 1982

“One of the finest 18 hole golf clubs in the area, situated on 139 acres within minutes of 

Mount Hope Bridge. It has a Dining Room and Lounge, excellent Locker Facilities for men 

and women, a Driving Range, Putting Green and Salt Water Beach. Semi-Private Golf 

Course accepting green fees and cart rentals available. After a difficult winter our 

superintendent and maintenance crew are working to prepare the course for another great 

golfing season.”



Montaup — 1998



1999
George Darmody on the O’Brien



1999
Did You Know?

Even A-B-C-D’s were covered by the Fall River Herald News!



Hope Springs Eternal



Share and Share Alike

Certificate #1 for 3 Shares 

Issued to Walter B. Chase  

on December 13, 1924

Certificate #372 for 309 Shares Issued to Montaup Country Club

on September 11, 1988



Montaup Members Contribute

Harold McKeen – Greg Souza – Ms. Carol Rebuts – 

Manny Linhares – Jim Bunas – Russ Wilcox

Delivering a Check to Rose Hawthorne Cancer Home

Montaup Charity Day Check Release

Rene Cantin & CFPIA Representatives



Unwelcome Guests

1st Green Accepts Car from Route 24: 16 

December 2020 

Considering it passed through chain link 

fence and wooden fence at high speed on 

an icy roadway it landed softly on the 

green and no significant damage entailed

Joy Ride in 2010 … Note snow on green just shy of opening day!



Roger Turcotte and the Grounds Crew

Roger Turcotte and Crew at Retirement

… “I want to thank you and Roger for the hospitality you 

showed me last week on my visit to Montaup Country 

Club. The thing that I took from my visit the most was the 

job that Roger and his crew of 7 are able to do. It is not 

uncommon for clubs today to have crews of over 30 

people and maintenance budgets of over $1 million. What 

Roger produces with his crew and budget is phenomenal 

and Montaup Country Club is lucky to have him.”  — 

Dana Fry — 1999



8th Green
New in 2020

Old 8th from Blue Tee Box

One Remaining Apple Tree (foreground right)

New Enlarged Green, Traps and Rough



Montaup Centenarian



Let’s Make Memories
on the Road to 2123

In 2023 Montaup Country Club hosted the Rhode Island Amateur Tournament. It is very appropriate that our grounds crew under the leadership of Bill Coulter and 

Jamie Codega got to wear RIGA jerseys and share the trophy! Also, as the sun sets over our signature hole, we take time to admire the natural beauty that surrounds 

us.

Bill Coulter and the Grounds Crew
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